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ABSTRACT: 

 
The Crash Injury Research Project was founded at Cornell University Medical College in March 

1942 by Hugh DeHaven, PhD. The Crash Injury Research Project Collection contains papers, 

publications, diagrams, manuals, research studies, and magazine articles related to the Crash 

Injury Research Project and the Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory. 

 
PROVENANCE: 

 
This collection was donated to the Medical Center Archives in two separate accruals by 

unknown donors at unknown dates.  

 
ADMINISTRATIVE/BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: 

 
The Crash Injury Research Project (CIR) was founded at Cornell University Medical College in 

March 1942 by Hugh DeHaven, PhD. Dr. DeHaven’s interest in crash survivability began in 1917 

when he was involved in a mid-air collision, of which he was the only survivor.  He came to believe 

that many crash injuries were tied closely to the design of the plane and could, with careful 

engineering, be substantially reduced.  

 

In 1937 Dr. DeHaven embarked on a series of studies on freefalls to analyze the body's ability to 

withstand impact. In 1942 he shared with Dr. Eugene DuBois (a member of the National Research 

Council's Committee on Aviation Medicine) that the survivability rate of air accidents could be 

greatly increased if safety engineering research was done involving the recording and collecting of 

data on crashes, with analyses made from the data that could then be implemented in future plane 

designs for greater safety. Funding was obtained from the National Research Council and the Office 

of Scientific Research and Development (OSRD) of the federal government. The CIR was housed 

in the Department of Physiology at Cornell University Medical College, of which Dr. DuBois was 

Chairman. Dr. Joseph Hinsey, Dean of the Cornell University Medical College, was the 

Responsible Investigator for the Project. 

 

The CIR’s work received a great deal of attention from the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) and the 

Civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA).  The CIR’s recommendations and safety devices were adopted 

by airplane builders in my instances. During World War II, the CIR worked closely with the 

government and opened two branch offices in Washington. These branches were discontinued as a 

part of the CIR at the end of the war when funding from the OSRD was cut off. 

 

In 1951 the CIR began to aid the Indiana State Police in their studies of automotive accidents. 

They devised forms for data collection (as they had done in the aviation field) and offered to help 

analyze the data. In March 1953, a separate Automotive CIR (ACIR) was set up under the 

Directorship of John Moore. 

 

When the separate automotive branch was formed, the aviation studies (now termed AvCIR) 

were placed under the control of the Office of the Vice-President for Research at Cornell 
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University. In December 1954 Hugh DeHaven retired and A. Howard Hasbrook took over 

AvCIR. Funds were obtained from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York, and also from the 

Office of Naval Research (ONR). At this time the aviation part of the CIR moved away from the 

Cornell University Medical College, organizationally and also physically.  

 

AvCIR moved first to the Cornell-Guggenheim Aviation Safety Research Center.  This had been 

the Daniel and Florence Guggenheim Aviation Safety Center at Cornell University, although it 

was based on Park Avenue in New York City.  With the great growth in the automotive area of 

Crash Injury, it was felt that a research facility with total emphasis on aviation studies would be 

better for the AvCIR group, while their departure would leave more room for the automotive 

people. Cornell-Guggenheim had worked closely with AvCIR for years. 

 

By 1955 AvCIR moved from the Cornell-Guggenheim Aviation Safety Research Center to a new 

base at LaGuardia Airport, with the Cornell University Medical College being only minimally 

involved. In 1957 the aviation studies moved to Phoenix, Arizona, and then became a formal 

division of the Flight Safety Foundation, Inc. This group had been formed in 1945 by Major 

Crane and David Morrison, both of whom were involved with the Washington branches of the 

CIR during World War II. The Flight Safety Foundation was taken over in 1968 by a company 

called Dynamic Science of Marshall Industries. In 1972 this company was sold to Ultrasystems, 

Inc. 

 

ACIR, with John Moore as Director, remained at Cornell University Medical College under the 

Department of Public Health. During 1957 and 1958 a split developed in the workings of the CIR. 

John Moore sought financial support from various car manufacturers so ACIR could continue the 

accumulation and correlation of automobile crash data. A separate section, under Dr. James 

McCarroll and championed by Dr. Walsh McDermott, Chairman of the Department of Public 

Health, appeared with an emphasis more strongly placed on trauma and pedestrian injury. Dr. 

McCarroll and Dr. McDermott felt that no industry support should be accepted for this program. 

 

The group under Dr. McCarroll remained as a part of the Department of Public Health, while John 

Moore and the CIR became more of a direct Cornell-Ithaca run organization. In 1960, a new 

Director of ACIR was appointed, Robert A. Wolf, and a closer working relationship with Cornell 

Aeronautical Laboratories (CAL) was sought. 

 

 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

 
The background history of the Crash Injury Research Project was partially derived from the 

material contained in the collection and in the Hugh DeHaven Papers.  

 

 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE: 

 
The Crash Injury Research Project (CIR) Collection is comprised of two separate accruals. The 

first accrual reflects the daily operations of the CIR during its years at the Cornell University 
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Medical College (1942-1955 for the aviation students, AvCIR, and 1953-1960 for the automotive 

studies, ACIR). The papers deal with budgets, fundraising, staffing and reports which resulted 

from the many studies.  

 

The work of the Washington branches of AvCIR is shown in the correspondence from 1945 and 

also in the monthly reports. These groups completed aviation research for the government and 

their projects included a helicopter safety study. The men who worked in these offices were, 

among others: David Morrison, Major Crane, and Mr. Moon. 

 

The second accrual contains various publications including reports, manuals, and reprints for 

AvCIR and ACIR, as well as publications and studies from the Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory.  

 

 
ARRANGEMENT: 

 
The collection is divided into the two separate accruals. The first accrual is arranged 

alphabetically by folder title. The second accrual is arranged chronologically by folder title. 

 
CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS: 

 
Materials containing protected health information (PHI), including those which are protected 

under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), have been 

restricted and require additional permissions to review. 

 
LANGUAGE OF MATERIAL: 

 
English. 

 
PROCESSING NOTE: 

 
The first accrual of the collection was processed by Medical Center Archivist Barbara Niss in 

December 1982 and a finding aid was written to reflect that material. In 2020, Medical Archives 

Assistant Rebecca Snyder reviewed the first accrual for protected health information (PHI). In 

2021, accrual 2 was identified and added to the collection. Rebecca Snyder reviewed accrual 2 

for PHI and arranged it into chronological order. Rebecca Snyder and Nicole Milano updated the 

collection finding aid in 2021, including adding an abstract, arrangement note, processing note, 

restriction note, provenance note, and language note. Head Archivist Nicole Milano rehoused 

both accruals of the collection in 2021. 

 
ACCESS POINTS: 

 
Aeronautics Safety measures 

Annual Reports 

Cornell University. Department of Physiology and Biophysics 
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Cornell University. Medical College 

DeHaven, Hugh, 1895-1980 

DuBois, Eugene Floyd, 1882-1959 

Fund raising 

Hinsey, Joseph C. (Joseph Clarence), 1901-1981 

McDermott, Walsh, 1909-1981 

Public health 

Special project 

 
PREFERRED CITATION: 
 

Item Name or Identification; Box #, Folder #; Crash Injury Research Project Collection, 1942-

1968 (Medical Center Archives of NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell, New York, NY). 

 

 
RELATED MATERIAL: 

 
For photographs of the Crash Injury Research Project (CIR), see the Hugh DeHaven photographs 

in the Photograph and Print Collection. For personal papers connected to the CIR, including 

discussion of the five conferences on the CIR organized by Dr. Eugene DuBois, see the Hugh 

DeHaven, PhD Papers. For papers related to Dr. Eugene DuBois’s work on the National 

Research Council’s Committee on Aviation Medicine, see the Eugene DuBois, MD Papers. 

 
CONTENTS LIST: 

 
Accrual 1 

 

Box 1:   

 

Folder: Description: 

 

1 Correspondence, Reprints, Budgets, Fundraising, Etc. (Folder 1 of 2), 

1955-1960 

2 Correspondence, Reprints, Budgets, Fundraising, Etc. (Folder 2 of 2), 

1955-1960 

3  Correspondence, Reprints, Budgets, Minutes, and Agendas, 1951-1954 

4 Correspondence, Reports, Minutes re: Funding, Staffing, Patents, 1945-

1949 

5  Flight Safety Foundation: Origins, 1944-1945 

6 Informative Accident Releases, #4, 6, 7, 13 and 12 February 1947, 1947-

1951 

7  Navy Safety Reports, 1945-1946 (RESTRICTED- PHI) 

8 Reports: Monthly, Progress, and Annual, 1948-1952 (See “Studies” 

section of Hugh DeHaven, PhD Papers) 

9  Reprints: Hugh DeHaven, 1942, 1952 
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Accrual 2 

 

Box 2:   

 

Folder: Description: 

 

1  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 1 of 2), 1942-1952 

2  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 2 of 2), 1942-1952 

3  Publications: Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory (Folder 1 of 2), 1948 

4  Publications: Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory (Folder 2 of 2), 1948 

5  Publications: Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory (Folder 1 of 2), 1949-1950 

6  Publications: Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory (Folder 2 of 2), 1949-1950 

 

Box 3:   

 

Folder: Description: 

 

1  Publications: Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory (Folder 1 of 2), 1951-1952 

2  Publications: Cornell Aeronautical Laboratory (Folder 2 of 2), 1951-1952 

3  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project, 1953-1955 

4  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 1 of 2), 1955-1957 

5  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 2 of 2), 1955-1957 

 

Box 4:   

 

Folder: Description: 

 

1  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 1 of 2), 1958 

2  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 2 of 2), 1958 

3  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project, 1959 

4  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project, 1960 

5  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 1 of 2), 1961-1962 

6  Publications: Crash Injury Research Project (Folder 2 of 2), 1961-1962 

 

Box 5:   

 

Folder: Description: 

 

1 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research Bulletins, Cornell 

Aeronautical Laboratory, Inc., 1962-1966 

2 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc., 1963-1964 

3 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc., 1964 
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4 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc., 1965 

5 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc., 1966 

6 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc. (Folder 1 of 2), 1967  

 

Box 6:   

 

Folder: Description: 

 

1 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc. (Folder 2 of 2), 1967  

2 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc. (Folder 1 of 2), 1968 

3 Publications: Automotive Crash Injury Research, Cornell Aeronautical 

Laboratory, Inc. (Folder 2 of 2), 1968 

 


